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Item 7 (b) GREEN PARTY GROUP AMENDMENT of the Motion Submitted by 

the Labour Group 
 

Trafford’s Parks and Open Spaces 
 

This Council notes: 

 
1.  Trafford has an extensive and varied network of parks and greenspaces that 

are highly valued by the residents they serve, often receiving recognition 
beyond the borough. 

2.  Assets in every sense of the word our parks and greenspaces have for many 

generations played a significant role in the lives of Trafford residents. The value 
of our parks and greenspaces was most recently highlighted during Covid 

lockdowns when they provided a haven in all our neighbourhoods for play, 
walking, exercising, and a place to clear your mind and relax. 

3.  The physical nature of our parks is changing as we recognise their role in 

promoting biodiversity and respond to climate change. 
4.  The long-term financial pressures faced by the Council impacts on the ability to 

invest in our parks and greenspaces, while the use of our parks is increasing 
we can see the decline of our parks and greenspace infrastructure.  

 

This Council believes: 
 

5.  Our parks and greenspaces should be safe, inclusive spaces that welcome 
residents of all backgrounds, ages and abilities. 

6.  Parks and greenspaces play a key role in promoting good physical and mental 

health and wellbeing. They are places where residents can interact socially, 
reducing isolation for both young and old. Our parks and greenspaces are free 

to access, providing spaces to exercise formally and informally supporting our 
ambitions to get everyone moving more each day. 

 

7.  We have demonstrated our commitment to protecting greenspaces through our 
applications for Fields in Trust status for the former William Wroe site, Turn 

Moss and Crossford Bridge 
8.  For many of our residents living in urban areas our parks and greenspaces 

provide a unique opportunity to interact with wildlife, for example a key 

milestone for many is the simple act of feeding the ducks in the park. Our parks 
and greenspaces are key areas where we can promote biodiversity - seen 

within our development of ‘long grass regimes’ providing support to wildlife, our 
promotion of wild flower meadows and the ending of the use of glyphosates in 
parks.  

9.  Our parks have a role in our response to climate change, as our weather gets 
more unpredictable our parks offer spaces where flood and heavy rainfall can 

be held to support our urban drainage systems.  
10.  It’s important to continue to support our amazing network of Friends of Parks 

volunteers. We do this through the Friends of Park forum, through the provision 

of grants, for example since 2019 we have awarded 28 Inclusive 
Neighbourhood Grants to our Friends of Parks and through advice and support 

from Council and One Trafford Green Space Officers. 
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11. We must continue to work in partnership with external funders and developers 
where possible to secure additional monies and expertise to develop our parks 

and greenspaces. Applying for any funding sources applicable to council parks 
and greenspaces. 

12.  We must be open about the financial challenges facing the Council and the 
impact this has on the levels of investment into parks since 2010. Huge 
pressures on staffing, capital and revenue budgets mean we are not able to 

undertake all the work we would like to and have to manage investment 
through a rolling programme of repairs and our capital programme. We have to 

make priority decisions around repairs and investment. 
13. Back in 2016 a cross party select committee recognised that parks play a vital 

role in communities. We believe the government should recognise the value of 

parks and greenspaces and end the short term approach to funding, providing 
realistic, ring-fenced, funding to secure the future of our parks for generations 

to come.  
 
This Council resolves to: 

 
14.  Recognise and thank our partners and volunteer network of Friends of Parks 

for the essential work and support they provide across the borough.  
15:  Thank our Council and One Trafford officers and operatives who provide a 

dedicated service within significant financial and staffing pressures. 

16.  Afford our parks and greenspaces protection through our Local Plan. Scrutiny 
Committee to be asked to review the cost and practicality of placing all our 

parks and green spaces in Field of Trust status as Liverpool City Council have 
done and report back to Executive by 1 January 2023 
https://www.fieldsintrust.org/News/liverpool-city-council-pioneering-

commitment-to-protect-all-parks-forever 
17.  Promote bio-diversity by continuing to review and challenge the approach to 

how parks and greenspaces are managed, planted and developed. 
18.  Work with One Trafford to develop sustainable drainage systems within parks 

and greenspaces. This will support our urban drainage systems, provide wildlife 

habitats and mitigate against the impact of flood and heavy rain within our 
parks and greenspaces.  

19.  Continue to work with the Police through our Community Safety Team to tackle 
antisocial behaviour, applying youth work resources where possible.  

20.  Despite the huge financial challenges facing Council budgets, continue to 

invest in capital and maintenance programmes.   
21.  Continue to find external funding opportunities and work with external partners 

such as City of Trees, The Conservation Volunteers, National Lottery and Sport 
England. 

22.  Call on government to recognise the importance of parks and greenspaces and 

provide Councils with realistic long-term, ring-fenced funding to allow us to 
invest in our parks at a level that reflects their value to the residents and 

environment of Trafford. 
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Item 7 (c) GREEN PARTY GROUP AMENDMENT of the Motion Submitted by the 

Labour Group 
 

Greater Manchester Clean Air Plan 
 

Council notes that poor air quality in Greater Manchester is contributing to the deaths 

of 1200 people a year in the City Region. Council further notes that – following the 
loss of a legal case in 2015 – Government has instructed a number of authorities 

including Trafford to act to improve air quality. We recognise that this is a concerning 
public health issue and that action is required to protect the health of local residents. 
 

As a result of this, and following extensive modelling work to develop an approach 
that would achieve compliant levels of nitrogen dioxide emissions locally, the 10 

authorities of Greater Manchester are under a Ministerial Direction from the 
Secretary of State to introduce a CAZ C Clean Air Zone across the 10 districts 
including Trafford. This means that Trafford must implement the Zone unless the 

Secretary of State resolves otherwise, and that in accordance with section 9 of the 
Ministerial Direction no deviation can be made to the parameters of this Zone unless 

made by the Secretary of State. 
 
Council is aware that the 10 Greater Manchester councils commissioned work 

through Transport for Greater Manchester late last year to look at issues in the 
global supply chain that have become clear in recent months. Particular challenges 

arising from the pandemic have impacted on the supply of new vehicles, with for 
example harsher lockdowns in a number of countries having a significant impact on 
the manufacturing sector. This has necessarily impacted on the price of compliant 

second hand vehicles, with price increases of as much as 60% as a result. 
 

Council is fearful that these supply chain issues could result in the owners of LGVs 
and Hackney Carriages being unable to transition their fleet, and consequently in the 
10 boroughs of Greater Manchester being potentially unable to achieve compliance 

with their Ministerial Direction. This Direction requires Trafford to achieve legal levels 
in terms of nitrogen dioxide in the shortest time possible and by 2024 at the latest.  

 
It is clear therefore that an urgent review of policy is required to enable Trafford and 
the other 9 boroughs to have confidence in their ability to meet their legal 

requirements.  
 

In light of this Council resolves that: 
 
- The Secretary of State should accede to Greater Manchester’s request and 

authorise a pause to the opening of the LGV, taxi and Private Hire Vehicles 
Financial Support Fund scheduled for the end of this month. 

-  The Secretary of State should undertake an urgent policy review supported by 
Greater Manchester leaders and officials to ensure that any scheme that comes 
forward provides sufficient financial support to those LGV, taxi and Private Hire 

Vehicle drivers who need to transition to compliant vehicles. 
-  The Secretary of State must ensure that this review fully reflects the more 

challenging market conditions that Greater Manchester has identified and 
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accordingly ensure that sufficient funding is available for Trafford businesses 
and residents to upgrade their vehicles.  

 
This Council is committed to giving every resident the genuinely clean air they 

deserve as fast as possible. As such we resolve to: 
 
-  Implement the clean air zone on the existing schedule, despite changing the 

timings on the funds. 
-  Push for a faster roll-out of safe walking and cycling routes. 

-  Implement 20mph speed limits where people live.  
-  Implement a rapid expansion of school streets initiatives. 
-  Maintain and expand the A56 cycle lanes and engage with communities to 

support changes in habits.  
-  Support and encourage alternative means of transport within cities such as 

electric cargo bikes, and vehicle sharing. 
-  Ensure large and effective signs are placed near our 3 level crossings, and 

other idling hotspots to ask people to avoid idling. 

-  Work with Transport for Greater Manchester and bus companies to reduce 
idling from school buses and buses waiting elsewhere. 

 
Council calls on the government to: 
 

(i) introduce a new Clean Air Act with strict new laws to protect our air; and 
(ii) set up a new Environmental Protection Commission to enforce those laws. 

 
Council believes that the above measures are critical in order to give certainty that 
we can meet our legal obligation to achieve compliance in terms of nitrogen dioxide 

emissions. Without them, we fear that there is a very real possibility that the Clean 
Air Plan will be unsuccessful in this aim. 
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